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VBS was indeed wonderful this year. I too want to thank everyone who helped out this year, but I want to especially thank Pastor Peter and Deb. 

They have put many, many hours into making VBS such a success. Thank you both! 

If you would, please turn in your Bibles to 1 Corinthians 2:1-5.

When I look at the news the world we live in today seems very different than the world in which I grew up in.

When I think about the challenges that the kids who came to our VBS will face when they grow up those challenges seem markedly different then what we faced.

And yet, we read in Ecclesiastes 1:9; “What has been is what will be, and what has been done is what will be done, and there is nothing new under the sun. 

It is not that things are really any worse than they have ever been. Sin is still sin and there is still too much sin in the world.

No, people aren’t any worse today than they were in the past.

But what has changed is what our society, what the world around us is willing to call sin, and culturally what they want to call good.
Truth is that every generation has had something to deal with, some cultural challenge that the church has had to respond to. 

Evolution, Equal Rights, Abortion, same sex marriage, Human trafficking, and in states the use of marijuana.

We as a church need to think through, prayerfully, and thoughtfully how we are going to respond biblically to the ever changing values of the world in which we live.

Here is the key though, it is not so much what the world does. 

The world is going to do what the lost blind world does and has always done—worshiping other gods, lie, cheat, adultery, killing, gossiping.

But it is about how we, as followers of Jesus Christ are going to respond to the world around us in this generation. 

Are we going to live in such a way as to clearly and lovingly present the gospel of Jesus Christ?

That is after all the point of doing VBS. We don’t put all this effort and time and energy into a one week event in order to give kids something to do for one week out of the summer. 

VBS isn’t just 2 ½ hours a night of free babysitting!

No! It is about presenting Christ in such a way that these children come to know Christ personally, deeply and relationally, not just know about Him.
VBS is about helping them grow in Christ likeness through the transformational work of the Holy Spirit as we show them the love of Christ, and in many cases they showed us.

VBS is about introducing these children to Christ, now while they are young, so that when they get older and start experiencing the challenges the world offers they will not question their faith and persuaded to not live like Christ.

Our call as followers of Jesus Christ has always been, and will always be about the good news that Christ died for the sin of the world…for my sin, for your sin and that He rose again to promise eternal life to all who put their faith in Him, repent of their sins, and live by faith.

Here in 1 Corinthians Paul is writing to the church there in Corinth.

Different factions and divisions were raising up in the church. So Paul is writing to remind them of what is truly important.
  
Here in chapter 2 Paul reminds them of when he was there during his second missionary journey, when he first planted the church.

1 Corinthians 2:1-5 “And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. 

Keep in mind that during Paul’s time the Rock stars, the sports legends of the day were the speech makers.

The more gifted you were at public speaking the more attentions and praise you got.
To some degree it didn’t even matter if you were saying was right or wrong so long as you said it well.

Now, Paul was trained and schooled by some of the best scholars of his day. It not that he couldn’t speak well, but that he chose to present the gospel in clear and simple terms.

He didn’t use lofty speech or the wisdom of men to try to convince them of the truth of Jesus Christ.

After all, if you can talk someone into be a Christian someone else can talk them out of it.

Look on. Verse 2 “For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 

For I decided, resolved, determined, deliberately kept my message plain and simple.

His message was simple: First who is Jesus, and then what Jesus did—died on the cross, was crucified in our place. 

You see Paul knew that it wasn’t about him, or how well he presented the gospel message.

(Now that doesn’t mean we can get sloppy or carless in how we share our faith with others.) 

Look what Paul goes on to write in verse 3: 


“And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 4 and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. 

In effect Paul is saying: “I came preaching, simply as a frail insufficient human being; I came with fear and a great deal of trembling as I realized the importance of preaching the eternal gospel.” 

Paul does not present his message in a way that depends on overpowering them with wise and persuasive arguments. 

But he came in a display of spiritual power because of the work of the Spirit and empowered to speak the truth. 

Paul’s desire is that their Christian faith might not be a superficial, misdirected belief coming from human wisdom, but a real Christian faith generated by the power of God, who also worked in Paul as he preached.

We must know the word of God as well as rely on the power of God through the Spirit.

Look again at verse 2. “For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 

When the Word of God is delivered in the Power of God, through the people of God lives are eternally changed.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We can try to change this world through politics and laws, through protest and petitions, but in the end the world is going to do what the world if going to do.

But, if we preach Christ and Him crucified and people are coming to saving faith in Christ, the Spirit of God will change their lives.

And friends, changed lives will change this world.

Your responsibility is to know God, grow (live) like Christ, and show the love of Christ as a testimony to others through the power of the Spirit of Christ who lives in you. 

Benediction  
“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” (Num. 6:24-26) 


6

